Morris Athletic Association (MAA)

Adult Softball League Rules and Regulations

A) Eligibility

1) Players must sign the Ram Roster for every team with which they participate.  Players are limited to one team per night.  Players not signing the team roster are ineligible and subject their team to forfeiture.  All players must have ID on them at all games.  Teams who have not submitted a team roster prior to the start of league play are subject to forfeiture of games.

2) Team rosters will be distributed to team managers.  Rosters are limited to (20) players.  Managers should neatly fill out the necessary information and have players sign next to their name.

3) To be eligible to participate in the Morris Athletic Association league, a player must be listed on and sign the team roster form.

4) Only amateur players are eligible for MAA softball.  Any person playing professional baseball/softball (receiving monetary compensation for playing services) is not eligible.

5) A player may be released from any team at any time throughout the season.
6) Men and women players for the adult leagues (church leagues included) must be 17 years of age prior to the first game of the season.  This is for insurance purposes.

7) Rosters
a) Roster deadline is the day league play begins.  The rosters will be frozen after the first four scheduled games of the official season.  Once the rosters are frozen, players can be added only for the following reasons:

1) Incapacitated players may be replaced on the roster after the deadline upon presentation of a doctor’s order.  These players, once replaced, may not return to the line-up the rest of the season.

2) Players who are scheduled to different work shifts or are transferred because of employment may be replaced upon presentation of a statement from the supervisor or foreman, verifying the loss of the player.

3) Returning servicemen may be added, at any time, upon presentation of discharge papers.

b) Managers are responsible for checking their rosters from time to time to   

      insure the eligibility for their players.

c) ALL ROSTERS ARE FROZEN AFTER FOUR WEEKS OF 

      SCHEDULED PLAY.

B) Schedules

1) Each manager will be furnished with a schedule of his/her teams games.  After schedules are made, the dates, times, and locations are final, unless a conflict is determined by the MAA board.

2) The first team listed on the schedule shall be designated as the home team for all leagues.

3) Ties will be determined by:

a) Head-to-head competition.

b) Playoff game.

C) Playing Regulations
1) All softball games will be played in accordance indicated with U.S.S>S>A. 11”/12” slow-pitch rules unless otherwise indicated in the MAA League Rules.  
2) There is a definite starting game time established by the team schedule.  Any team that is not ready to play at this time is subject to forfeiture, game time is starting time.  THERE IS NO GRACE PERIOD.

3) Fitness of the ground for the beginning of the game shall be decided by the MAA board member responsible for the adult league by 5:30 p.m.  After that time, the umpire will determine the playing condition of the field.  

4) Teams may begin and end the game with nine players; however, the tenth player is an automatic out.  For mixed league play, there must be more women than men on the field if only nine players are utilized.  Also, there must be an even number of men and women on the field at all times with the exception of playing with nine players.  The batting lineup must be in order of opposite gender for every other batter (ie: you may not bat two men or women in a row—unless you have nine players, and the tenth player is an automatic out).
5) The defensive team may not walk a male player purposefully to get to a female player.  If a male player is walked, the female player following the male player may chose to take a walk.  If the female player chooses to hit, the male player who was walked will still be granted second base.

6) The male players will be pitched a 12” ball and the female players will be pitched an 11” ball.

7) Managers must exchange lineups 10 minutes before game time.  The home team’s book is the official scorebook.

8) The winning team manager must call or email the MAA league rep with the final score of the game before the next week, or the game will not count in the overall final record.

9) If a home team is leading by 10 or more runs at the end of four and one-half (4 1/2) innings or any inning thereafter, or the visiting team is leading by 10 runs at the end of five (5) innings or any inning thereafter, the game will be terminated or if the home team is leading by 15 or more runs at the end of two and one-half (2 ½) innings, or if the visiting team is leading by 15 runs at the end of 3 innings, the game will be terminated.

10) All leagues will play regulation seven innings or one hour.  A new inning may not be started after the time limit has elapsed.  If a score is tied at the one hour time limit; an extra inning will be played.  Umpires keep the official time.  Their decision on time is final.  There are no protests about time limit.

D) Rules of Conduct
1) Each manager will be held responsible for the conduct of his team and is responsible to see that all program objectives and rules are observed.  The team manager must have complete control of himself and his team at all times.  The key to a successful program is in the hands of the manager.

2) Officials and their decisions will be respected and not interfered with at any time.  Unsportsmanlike conduct or other serious violations will not be condoned.

3) Prayer will take place on the mound before every church league game—all members playing will participate.

4) The threatening of any official will result in automatic removal for the season.  Any player or coach guilty of physically striking an official will be immediately suspended for the season and the team put on probation with possible suspension resulting.  Length of suspension will be determined by the MAA board and the severity of the infraction.

5) The consumption of alcohol is not allowed on school property.  There is no smoking in the dugouts or on the field.  Any players or fans drinking alcohol will be ejected from the premises.  Any team with alcoholic beverages on the premises will subject their team to forfeiture of the game.  Depending upon the severity of the infraction, a player may be suspended form further games.
6) Any player ejected from a game subjects themselves to further suspension depending on the severity of the offense—to be determined by the MAA board.

7) MAA desires the best program for all interested persons and only proper conduct and attitude of the participants can in turn, insure a wholesome program.  We expect the cooperation of all those participating in the program and will not let it be spoiled by a few.  Any poor and un-Christian-like conduct during church league play will be subject to suspension from the league.  In these cases, not only will MAA review the incident, but the Morris Ministerial Association will also review the incident and determine the resulting penalty.
E) Uniforms and Equipment
1)  Players are encouraged to be dressed neatly and in an alike manner.  This means   

      all jerseys should be the same color.

2) Managers must supply a first aid kit for the team—concession stand does not have 

      first aid supplies.

3) Bats may be checked by the umpire at any point during the game.  The legality of 

      the softball bat is determined by the umpire, and his/her decision is final.

4) Steel spikes are not allowed!
5) U.S.S.S.A. approved bats cannot weigh more than 33 ½ ounces.  The bat must have the ounces and BPF 1.20 stamped on the bat.  If you are unsure ask the umpire check the bat.  Batter is out, if caught hitting with an illegal bat.  He is ejected only if the bat is altered.  The umpire will take the bat if there is serious injury resulted from a batted ball.
6) Softball limitations:  (balls provided by MAA)

12” softballs must by .44 cor or less with a maximum compression of 375 lbs. and licensed through the U.S.S.S.A. or the Worth Elite ball with U.S.S.S.A. stamp.

11” softballs must be .47 cor or less and licensed through the U.S.S.S.A.

F) Protests—See U.S.S.S.A. rule book and must be submitted within 24 hours to the 

      MAA rep.

G) Softball Rain-Out Policy
1) Rained-out games will be rescheduled by the softball coordinator.  Managers will be notified by letter, email or phone.  Every attempt will be made to reschedule all rained out games.  However, if a second scheduling of the game is again a rain-our, further rescheduling may not be possible.  

2) In the event of rain the previous evening or during the daytime, condition of the diamond will not be available until after 4:30 p.m.  Team managers and players may call the MAA rain-out hotline (815) 773-9825.  Players should contact their managers for playing information.  Please do not call the MAA rep once a decision has been made.
3) If weather becomes threatening after 5:30, the umpire will be the sole judge as to whether the diamond is playable of should be called.

4) A game called by the umpire shall be regulation if four or more complete innings have been played, or three and one-half innings if the home team is ahead.

Homerun Rules

2 male and 2 female homeruns (over the fence).  Any extra homeruns result in an out.

*Homeruns do not have to be run out.
